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The following diagrams illustrate diversity of  the student 
population in regards to the countries and communities they 
come from and the campus regional position within in the 
existing city and neighborhoods.  UIC is evolving from was 
once a “commuter” institution to a new urban university 
where students rely less on the automobile and participant 
in the life of  the university community.
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Student and Staff 
Residential Density

LEGEND:
17-75 PEOPLE PER BLOCK OR BUILDING

76-1330 PEOPLE PER BLOCK OR BUILDING
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LEGEND:

UIC STUDENTS AND STAFF RESIDENTIAL DENSITY
uic campus framework plan

0 500 1000

03/11/200917-75 PEOPLE
76-1330 PEOPLE

This diagram indicates the concentration of  student, faculty, 
and staff  living in campus housing or in the neighborhoods 
between the East and West Sides of  campus.

Source: 2000 US Census, CUPPA Fall 2005 UIC Campus Plan-
ning Studio
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Surrounding Neighborhoods
The diversity of  UIC is further enhanced by the many types 
of  adjoining communities that contibute to the urban vitality 
of  the campus.  For over a century, immigrants seeking 
fortune and new opportunities brought their rich heritage to 
Chicago and settled in what would become to be known as 
the Little Italy neighborhood that is located between the two 
Sides of  campus.   Italians, Greeks, French, Jews, Hispanics 
and African Americans all came to Taylor Street to establish 
businesses and create a new life for themselves.  Thanks to 
their efforts and vision, today many Chicago area residents 
can trace their family history to the Near West Side.  Little 
Italy is now a well established residential neighborhood 
with a mix of  housing types including single family owner 
occupied, multi-family 3 and 6 flats, and mixed use retail/
residential units on Taylor Street. University Village is a 

new neighborhood south of  the East Side of  campus that 
has provided new housing for many young professionals.  
The area east of  the East Side of  campus (separated by 
the Dan Ryan expressway) is currently a commercial and 
light industrial area.  While some retail may grow there, it 
is unlikely to develop as a residential neighborhood in the 
near future.  West Loop and Greektown to the north are 
now establishing themselves as a residential community 
supported by many restaurants and shops on Halsted St.  
This area is somehat isloated from the campus by the divide 
the Eisenhower Expressway creates.  The West Side is 
surrounded primarily by other health care institutional areas 
including Rush University Hospital, Cook County Hospital, 
VA Chicago, and other IMD development areas.



UIC CAMPUS MASTER PLAN   PHASE 1 REPORT    118  

Recreation Space
LEGEND:

UIC ATHLETIC FIELD

UIC INFORMAL OPEN SPACE

ATHLETIC FIELD

PUBLIC PARK

PASTEUR
PARK

McLAREN 
PLAYGROUND

MILLER 
PLAYLOT
PARK

ARRIGO PARK

SHERIDAN PARK

ST. IGNATIUS
TRACK & FIELD

ADDAMS PARK

FOSCO PARK

CAMPBELL PARK

SMYTH 
SCHOOL
FIELDS

CRANE
HIGH SCHOOL
TRACK



UIC CAMPUS MASTER PLAN   PHASE 1 REPORT    119  

PASTEUR
PARK

McLAREN 
PLAYGROUND

MILLER 
PLAYLOT
PARK

ARRIGO PARK

SHERIDAN PARK

ST. IGNATIUS
TRACK & FIELD

ADDAMS PARK

FOSCO PARK

CAMPBELL PARK

SMYTH 
SCHOOL
FIELDS

CRANE
HIGH SCHOOL
TRACK

This diagram looks at the active outdoor recreational spaces 
in and around campus. Most of  the on-campus receation 
spaces are the highly programmed athletic fields on the 
South Campus.  There is one informal open space at the 
north end of  the East Side that provides an opportunity 
for throwing a frisbee or playing a pickup game of  soccer. 
There are a number of  public parks in the area that can be 
considered opportunites for linking the two Sides of  campus 
through active programming.  
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Campus Diagrams 

The task for Phase1, “understanding the campus concept” 
of  UIC, involved “mapping” many of  the physical 
components of  the campus.  The diagrams most directly 
related to the Major Issues and Opportunities were 
presented in those sections.  In addition, we have assembled 
here a large library of  diagrams that may be used throughout 
the planning process.
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Activity Centers
LEGEND:

EXTERIOR CENTER OF ACTIVITY
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Identifying, reinforcing and expanding centers of  activity 
will lead to a more viable sense of  place and a 24/7 campus.  
This diagram locates the existing major centers of  actvity 
including the Project Oasis spaces that provide informal 
student spaces designed to encourage interaction and the 

exchange of  ideas.   For exterior actvity, the size of  the stars 
are relative to the level of  activity witnessed on site in each 
location at various times..                                               
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Primary pedestrian circulation paths, relative to building en-
tries, must be analyzed to make sure the campus circulation 
is clear, intuitive, and appropriately scaled. Building entries 
need to be clear, identifiable and welcoming thresholds.  
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BROKEN STREET-WALL

When several consecutive buildings are set back from the 
street by only a small distance, they are often said to create 
a “street wall,” or a wall of  building facades that address the 
street. This diagram documents the varying “street wall” 
conditions on the East Side and West Side of  campus. A 
continuous street wall is often a common feature of  vital 
urban environments. 
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Tunnels
LEGEND:

PEDESTRIAN TUNNEL
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hargreaves
associates

booth hansen

LEGEND:

TUNNELS
uic campus framework plan

0 500 1000

03/11/2009PEDESTRIAN TUNNEL
STEAM TUNNEL
HOT WATER TUNNEL Major underground infrastructure such as pedestrian and 

utility tunnels must be located to understand the effects on 
potential future development sites.
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Campus Underground Utilities

LEGEND:
NATURAL GAS: > 4” DIA.

STORM WATER / SANITARY: > 18” DIA.

ELECTRICAL: 12KV & PRIMARY DUCTBANK

WATER - CHILLED & HOT: > 6” DIA.



UIC CAMPUS MASTER PLAN   PHASE 1 REPORT    131  

Major underground infrastructure such as large piping or 
high voltage electrical lines must be located to understand 
the effects on potential future development sites.  This 
diagram does not represent all underground utility lines 
that could be cost efffectively relocated or rerouted that 
are branches for individual building service.  Future 

expansion of  current central physical plant locations will 
be documented by the UIC Utilities Dept. and located in 
Phase 2.  A thorough campus utility infrastructure plan will 
be developed by UIC in the future after the Master Plan is 
complete.
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This diagram maps all the major pieces of  exterior campus 
art on both sides of  campus.  An evaluation of  the quality 
of  the art is to be completed by an art curator in order to 
understand the quality, condition, and value of  the art.  Spe-
cific siting will then need to be analysed.
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This diagram illustrates the diversity of  land use around the 
periphery of  both the East Side and West Side of  campus.
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Netsch Artifacts

BRICK WALL

METAL FENCE

TURNER GATE

REMAINING WALKWAY/BRIDGE

“TIGER TEETH” BOLLARDS

A variety of  artifacts remain on the East Side from the 
original Netsch plan.  The various barriers are generally 
short runs of  linear fences or walls that can reasonably 
remain intact or be removed.
The Turner Gate is a tall concrete column announcing 
institutional identity with the original UIC graphic logo 
(Fig. A).  The sole steel walkway remains partially intact 
as it traverses the Com. Ed. site adjacent to the Art & 
Architecture building (Figs B).  This covered walkway 
structure is periodically used by the school as a gallery and 



UIC CAMPUS MASTER PLAN   PHASE 1 REPORT    137  

could be further adopted into the school program, even 
after the Com. Ed. walls (Fig. C) and site are redeveloped. 
Additionally, there are some original seat (retaining) walls 
that remain on campus and are often used (Fig. D).  Some 

Fig. E:  “Tiger Teeth” Bollards

Fig. F:  Metal Fences

Fig. A: Turner Gate 

Fig. B:  Remnants of walkways/bridges 

Fig. D:  Seat walls

Fig. C:  Brick Wall at Com Ed Site

of  the original tiger teeth bollards remain along Halsted 
Street (Fig. E). The Netsch-designed fence is distinguished 
from the more recent metal fence by the staggered heights 
of  its vertical pickets  (Fig. F).
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Traffic
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Traffic analyses are in the process of  being performed for 
the area conflict locations to determine their operating 
level of  service, which will serve as a basis for evaluating 
potential opportunities to mitigate the conflict issues. The 
traffic analyses, in most cases, are being accomplished using 
SYNCHRO computer software, which uses traffic controls, 
traffic and pedestrian volumes, and street characteristics to 
determine the performance of  an intersection and simulate 
the interaction of  pedestrians and vehicles.  

For each of  the identified conflict locations, a description of  
the problematic issues was developed and is summarized on 
the following pages along with the potential opportunities 
that may be considered to resolve those issues. These hot 
spot locations were then summarized in the subsequent 
Vehicular/Pedestrian Conflict Improvement Project 
Prioritization table based on two levels of  prioritization:  
higher priority conflicts and lower priority conflicts. 
Pedestrian safety was given a higher priority in the 
classification of  these projects.  This prioritization table 
should be utilized during the master plan improvement 
project implementation process.  

Based on input received from UIC faculty and staff  at the 
Transportation Subcommittee meeting held on January 16, 
2009, and field observations performed by KLOA, Inc., a 
series of  vehicular and pedestrian conflict “hot spots” were 
identified to be addressed in the master planning process.  In 
identifying these conflict areas, previous studies and plans 
were also reviewed for background information, including 
the following:

Illinois Medical District (IMD) Master Plan, dated April • 
7, 1997, and the 2004 Parking and Traffic Study update 
to the Master Plan

Traffic Signal Warrant Study for the intersection of  • 
Taylor Street and Wood Street, prepared by KLOA, Inc. 
and dated November 29, 2001.

Traffic Impact Study for John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of  • 
Cook County, prepared by KLOA, Inc. and dated May 
2005.

Traffic Signal Warrant Study for Harrison Street • 
between Morgan Street and Racine Street, prepared by 
Metro Transportation Group, Inc. and dated July 31, 
1996.

CDOT pedestrian safety plan for Harrison Street east • 
of  Morgan Street, near the CTA station

Traffic and pedestrian data was collected throughout the 
campus area to be utilized in the analysis of  the hot spot 
locations. Data obtained included street geometrics, traffic 
controls, average daily traffic (ADT) volumes, peak-
hour traffic and pedestrian volumes, and vehicle queue 
observations. ADT volumes were obtained from IDOT. 
Peak-hour traffic and pedestrian volumes were conducted 
at most of  the conflict locations by KLOA, Inc. during the 
weekday morning (7:00 to 9:00 A.M.) and evening (4:00 to 
6:00 P.M.) peak commuting periods and during the midday 
period (11:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.).  Supplemental peak-hour 
traffic and pedestrian volume information was also obtained 
from some of  the sources listed above. From the count 
data, the morning, midday, and evening peak hours were 
determined. The peak-hour traffic and pedestrian volumes, 
which are shown on the subsequent pages, were then used to 
develop a traffic/pedestrian flow network, which was utilized 
to evaluate intersection operations, mid-block crossings, and 
the area transportation network as a whole.

Vehicular Conflict Areas

Synchronization Model
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Vehicular Flow

LEGEND:
>25,000 Vehicles Per Day
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East Side Conflicts

MIDBLOCK PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS

1,2. Harrison Street between University Hall and Racine

Issues: 
Multiple unidentified/unprotected midblock crossings in • 
close proximity to each other 
Lack of  crosswalks at pedestrian crossings • 
High number of  pedestrian-vehicle conflicts due to heavy • 
pedestrian volumes 

Opportunities:
Consolidate crossing locations and introduce identified • 
crosswalks with improved visibility via signage, pavement 
markings/treatments, and lighting
Fencing modifications to better channelize pedestrians to • 
crosswalks 
Relocate bus stop to west side of  Harrison/Morgan inter-• 
section

3.  Harrison Street crossing at Peoria (CTA)

Issues:
Multiple unprotected midblock crossings in close proximity • 
to each other 
Lack of  crosswalks at pedestrian crossings • 
High number of  pedestrian-vehicle conflicts due to heavy • 
pedestrian volumes (600+/hr)

Opportunities:
Consolidate crosswalks into single location with improved • 
visibility 
Implement CDOT pedestrian safety plan with modifications • 
Potential implementation of  pedestrian only signal similar to • 
pedestrian signals on Taylor Street and Roosevelt 

4,5.  Halsted Street between Harrison and Taylor Streets

Issues:
Multiple unidentified/unprotected midblock crossings due • 
to multiple midblock building entries and low medians or 
median openings
Lack of  crosswalks at pedestrian crossings • 
High number of  pedestrian-vehicle conflicts with approxi-• 
mately 20 percent of  pedestrians crossing midblock 

Opportunities:
Consolidate crossing locations and introduce identified • 
crosswalk with improved visibility via signage, pavement 
markings/treatments, and lighting

Median modifications to better channelize peds to sig-• 
nalized crossing or improved midblock crosswalk

 
6. Taylor Street between Morgan & Halsted Streets  

Issues:
Pedestrians get stranded in the median crossing Taylor• 
Worn crosswalk markings• 

Opportunities:
Countdown pedestrian signals  • 
Improve crosswalk visibility with pavement markings/• 
treatments

7. Roosevelt Road at the Flames Athletic Center

Issues: 
Unprotected midblock ped crossing at the Flames Ath-• 
letic Center entrance

Opportunities: 
Reconstruct median and relocate pedestrian signal from • 
Physical Education Building to main north-south pedes-
trian pathway opposite Flames Athletic Center 
Close existing median opening at Physical Education • 
Building and remove pedestrian signal and crosswalk
Install decorative fencing along southside of  Lot 5C to • 
better channelize pedestrians to signalized crossings
Frame median with short decorative fencing to further • 
discourage pedestrian crossing at the Physical Educa-
tion Building

8. Halsted Street and Rochford Street

Issues:
Moderate number of  unprotected pedestrian crossings • 

Opportunities:
Improved crosswalk visibility via signage, pavement • 
markings/treatments, and lighting

INTERSECTIONS

9. Vernon Park/Morgan Street cul-de-sac

Issues:  
Cul-de-sacs interfere with pedestrian path causing peds • 
and vehicles to intermix
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Opportunities:
Redefining primary pedestrian path• 
Cul-de-sac modifications• 
Modifications to the Library service access drive• 

10. Harrison Street and Morgan Street
Issues:

High level of  pedestrian-vehicle conflict due to Morgan • 
Street terminating at Harrison Street 
All Morgan Street traffic must cross Harrison Street • 
crosswalks

Opportunities:  
Upgrade signal equipment and phasings to give priority • 
to pedestrian movements
Red-light cameras• 
Relocate bus stop to west side of  intersection• 
Install advanced pedestrian warning signs• 

11. Halsted Street and Harrison Street

Issues:
Heavy pedestrian and traffic volumes at this intersection• 
Pedestrians get stranded crossing Harrison & Halsted• 

Opportunities: 
Countdown pedestrian signals  • 

12. Polk Street and Halsted Street

Issues:  
Some pedestrians get stranded crossing Halsted• 

Opportunities: 
Countdown pedestrian signals  • 
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13. Halsted Street and Roosevelt Road

Issues:  
Large corner radii creates long crossing distances• 
Some pedestrians cannot cross Roosevelt in given walk • 
time and become stranded in the median
Eastbound traffic on Roosevelt queues past Halsted inter-• 
section
Long traffic delays/queuing on northbound Halsted• 

Opportunities:  
Reduce corner radius or introduce corner islands (similar • 
to Harrison/Halsted)
Countdown pedestrian signals  • 
Optimize signal timings and coordination on Roosevelt• 

Potential signal phasing modification to benefit Halsted• 
Removal of  some parking to create an eastbound to • 
southbound right turn lane

14. Roosevelt Road and Morgan Street

Issues:  
Long traffic delays/queuing on Roosevelt  • 

Opportunities:
Optimize signal timings and coordination on Roosevelt• 

15. Congress Parkway near Morgan Street

Issues: 
Confusing signage at Congress Parkway and the UIC • 
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Traffic Diagram Appendix
East Side

parking lot exit causing wrong way travel

Opportunities:
Better directional signage • 

16. Peoria Street and Van Buren Street

Issues:
Unprotected pedestrian crossings on Van Buren • 

Opportunities: 
Improve crosswalk visibility with pavement markings/• 
treatments 
Explore all-way stop control• 



UIC CAMPUS MASTER PLAN   PHASE 1 REPORT    146  

West Side Conflicts

MIDBLOCK PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS

A. Taylor Street and Marshfield Avenue

Issues:
Unprotected pedestrian crossing on Taylor• 

Opportunities:
Improve crosswalk visibility with via signage, pavement • 
markings/treatments, and lighting
Explore all-way stop control• 

B. Paulina Street north of  Taylor Street

Issues:
Unprotected midblock ped crossing west of  intersection • 
between the  Paulina Street Parking Structure and the 
UIC Hospital 

Opportunities:
Improve crosswalk visibility via signage, pavement • 
markings/treatments, and lighting
Calm traffic and reduce pedestrian crossing distance via • 
curb bump-outs

C. Taylor Street west of  Wood Street

Issues:
Unprotected midblock pedestrian crossing west of  • 
intersection between the OCC and Oncology Center 

Opportunities:
Improve crosswalk visibility via signage, pavement • 
markings/treatments, and lighting

D. Damen Avenue between Taylor Street and Polk 
Street

Issues:
Unprotected midblock crossings between VA  & UIC • 
High potential for pedestrian-vehicle conflicts due to • 
heavy traffic and pedestrian volumes
Existing “Yield” sign is not effective enough• 

Opportunities:
Consolidate crosswalks into a single location with im-• 
proved visibility via signage, pavement markings/treat-
ments, and lighting
Potential implementation of  pedestrian only signal • 
similar to pedestrian signals on Taylor Street and on 
Roosevelt Street

INTERSECTIONS

E. Taylor Street at Wood Street

Issues: 
Heavy pedestrian and traffic volumes at this intersection • 
warrant a signal

Opportunities: 
Signalize intersection including countdown pedestrian • 
signals
Improve crosswalk visibility with pavement markings/• 
treatments 

F. Taylor Street and Damen Avenue

Issues:  
Some pedestrians get stranded crossing Damen• 
Long traffic delays & queuing caused by lack of  turn phase • 
for southbound left-turn movements on Damen

Opportunities:  
Signal phasing modifications to include left-turn phase• 
Countdown pedestrian signals• 

G. Polk Street and Damen Avenue

Issues:
Long delays and queuing at this intersection especially for • 
some left-turn movements

Opportunities:  
Signal phasing modifications to include left-turn phase• 
Optimize signal timings and/or coordination on Damen• 

H. Ogden Avenue and Damen Avenue

Issues:
Long delays and queuing at this intersection especially for • 
the left-turn  movement on southbound Damen

Opportunities:  
Signal phasing modifications to include left-turn phase• 
Optimize signal timings and/or coordination on Damen • 
and Ogden
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I. Ashland Avenue and Harrison Street

Issues:
Heavy pedestrian and traffic volumes at this intersection• 
Long traffic delays/queuing on Ashland  • 

Opportunities:
Optimize signal timings and/or coordination on Ash-• 
land
Countdown pedestrian signals• 

STREET CLOSURES

J. The closure of  Wood Street, Wolcott Street, Paulina 
Street, and Marshfield Avenue 

Issues:
Further isolates the campus from the City• 
Eliminates continuity of  campus streets and makes ac-• 
cess more difficult  
Multiple access drives utilize these streets• 

Opportunities:
Create an attractive ped corridor through campus and • 
eliminate/reduce through traffic 
Calm traffic instead of  closing streets by reducing • 
pedestrian crossing distance via curb bump-outs and/or 
narrowing the streets

 



UIC CAMPUS MASTER PLAN   PHASE 1 REPORT    148  

West Side
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Parking
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Parking Assessment
LEGEND:

 0 - 20%  DEMAND CAPACITY

 21-40%  DEMAND CAPACITY

 41-60%  DEMAND CAPACITY

 61-80%  DEMAND CAPACITY

81-100% DEMAND CAPACITY

 

PARKING 
SUPPLY 
COUNT 

536 

Although UIC is convenient to public transportation which 
many of  the students, faculty and staff  use, the automobile 
remains one of  the primary modes of  travel. This analysis 
of  the existing campus parking reviews the current parking 
demand, projects future parking needs for the next 20 
years and reviews the opportunities for removal of  surface 
parking.  See previous Parking Redistribution Opportunities.
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This report is based on information and data provided by 
the UIC Campus Parking Department for current parking 
lot/garage usage, number of  passes issued for these areas, 
and peak capacity.  Additionally, on-street spaces were 
documented by use of  visual tabulation and use of  satellite 
imagery.  Each Side of  campus was reviewed independent 
of  the other due to their distance apart.  Additionally, even 

though the West Side is part of  the larger Illinois Medical 
District (IMD), parking is evaluated without sharing parking 
with other institutions.  Due to lower pricing at UIC 
facilities, we are aware of  patrons from other neighboring 
institutions using the UIC parking facilities. 
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Parking Districts
LEGEND:

Paulina St. (PS) Parking Structure 
PS District

Wood St. (WS) Parking Structure 
WS District

Harrison/Racine (HR) Parking Structure 
HR District

Halsted/Taylor (HT) Parking Structure 
HT District

Maxwell St. (MS) Parking Structure 
MS District
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Our analysis is divided up the East and West Sides into 
parking districts.  These parking districts are based on the 
largest concentration of  parking in a parking structure that is 
within a 5 minute walking radius to that facility (see diagram 
above).
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East Side Parking West Side Parking

The East Side has a total of  6,579 parking spaces including 
176 on-street parking spaces (as indicated in the adjacent 
matrix).  The parking utilization or peak capacity is 48% 
across the entire East Side.  However, upon further analysis, 
we have divided the East Side into three districts that relate 
more specifically to a geographic zone and function as 
outlined on Page 93. 

 The first district, the Harrison/Racine District,  has a 
peak capacity of  45%.  However, this district does meet 
surge demand of  spaces for special large events at the UIC 
Pavilion (capacity of  approximately 7,000 seats). 

The second district, the Halsted/Taylor District, has a peak 
utilization of  62%.  With acceptable peak capacity being 
at 90% as an industry standard, there is excess capacity 
currently.

The third East Side district is the Maxwell Street District, 
with a peak utilization of  37%.  Obviously, depending on 
campus growth, there is plenty of  capacity here to remove 
some of  the surface parking elsewhere within the district.

With preliminary analysis of  campus growth (including 
removal of  some properties), the East Side has tremendous 
opportunity to realign parking to the needs of  the facilities 
while providing new open green spaces.  The Parking 
Redistribution diagram in the Opportunities section is a 
draft for decommissioning some of  the smaller surface 
parking lots in order to provide for more connective green 
spaces that help decrease the urban heat island effect and 
reduce stormwater management.

The West Side has a total of  5,741 parking spaces including 
162 on-street parking spaces (as indicated in the adjacent 
matrix).  The parking utilization or peak capacity is 81% 
across the entire West Side.  We have divided the West 
Side into two districts that relate more specifically to a 
geographic zone and function as outlined in Page 95.  
For the purposes of  this analysis, UIC parking south of  
Roosevelt Road and west of  Damen Avenue is considered 
“off-district”  and outside of  the core Campus parking 
system.  Crossing these major arterial roads for parking , 
we believe, is unrealistic and could create more vehicular/
pedestrian conflicts.  

The first district, the Wood Street District,  has a peak 
capacity of  88%.  It is our analysis that indicates that this 
district is at capacity and any new facilites need to factor 
into them parking for those buildings.   

The second district, the Paulina Street District, has a peak 
utilization of  80%.  With acceptable peak capacity being at 
90% as an industry standard, there is minor excess capacity 
currently in this district which could help to remove some 
of  the “pocket lots”.

As a result of  the recent Medical Center Master Plan 
projections and preliminary analysis, the West Side will have 
a deficiency of  parking of  approximately 2,400 spaces. The 
Campus Master Plan will need to include a comprehensive 
plan of  structured parking and new buildings
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West Side Parking UIC Parking Supply/Demand Analysis
Campus East 

Parking
District Lot Name Address

Existing
Buildings

Area (NASF)

Parking
Demand
(Peak )

Parking
Supply On-

Street

Parking
Supply Off- 

Street

Total
Parking
Supply

Surplus/
(Shortage)

Parking
Utilization
Factor ***

Parking
Demand Ratio 
(spaces / 1000 

sf)

Projected
Buildings

Area (NASF)

Parking Demand 
Ratio (spaces 

/1000 sf)**

Parking
Demand
(Peak)

Parking
Supply On-

Street

Parking
Supply Off-

Street

Total
Parking
Supply

Surplus/
(Shortage)

Parking
Utilization
Factor***

Harrison/Racine District
HR 1A 1109 W. Harrison 215 456 241 47% 456 456
HR 1B 1139 W. Harrison 139 414 275 34% 414 414
HR 9/9A 501 S. Morgan 278 353 75 79% 353 353
HR 11 1055 W. Congress 52 139 87 37% 139 139
HR 18A (meters) 1215 W. Congress 24 36 12 67% 36 36
HR HRPS 1100 W. Harrison 474 1,237 763 38% 1,237 1,237

Subtotal HR District 708,000 1,182 0 2,635 2,635 1,453 45% 1.67 858,000 1.67 1,433 0 2,635 2,635 1,202 54%

Harrison/Taylor District
HT 4 761 W. Polk 84 93 9 90% 93 93
HT 5 1135 S. Morgan 437 881 444 50% 881 881
HT 6 1135 S. Halsted 68 364 296 19% 364 364
HT 8 401 S. Peoria 8 18 10 44% 18 18
HT 10 900 W. Taylor 29 67 38 43% 67 67
HT 12 808 S. Clinton 6 22 16 27% 22 22
HT 20 1101 W. Taylor 5 10 5 50% 10 10
HT HTPS 760 W. Taylor 1192 1,513 321 79% 1,513 1,513

Subtotal HT District 1,567,000 1,829 27 2,968 2,995 1,139 62% 1.17 1,982,000 1.17 2,319 27 2,968 2,995 649 78%

Maxwell St District
MS 14 729 W. Rochford 5 153 148 3% 5 153 148 3%
MS MSPS 701 W. Maxwell 290 647 357 45% 290 647 357 45%

Subtotal MS District 1,017,000 295 149 800 949 505 37% 0.29 1,152,000 0.29 334 149 800 949 466 42%
TOTALS Campus East 3,292,000 3,306 176 6,403 6,579 3,097 48% 3,992,000 4,086 176 6,403 6,579 2,317 64%

Parking Structure Spaces 3,397
Surface Lots 2,125

* All calculations of demand, utilization and ratios do not use on-street parking counts since these spaces may be removed in future.
** Parking Demand Ratio Projections in 2030 use current ratios or a minimum of 1.5 if existing Surplus is at capacity or short.
*** Parking Utilization = Demand/Supply

2009 2030

UIC Parking Supply/Demand Analysis
Campus West 

Parking
District Lot Name Address

Existing
Buildings Area 

(NASF)

Parking
Demand
(Peak)

Parking
Supply On-

Street

Parking
Supply Off- 

Street

Total
Parking
Supply

Surplus/
(Shortage)

Parking
Utilization
Factor ***

Parking
Ratio

(spaces / 
1000 sf)

Projected
Buildings

Area
(NASF)

Parking
Demand Ratio 
(spaces /1000 

sf)**

Parking
Demand
(Peak)

Parking
Supply

On-Street

Parking
Supply

Off-
Street

Total
Parking
Supply

Surplus/
(Shortage)

Parking
Utilization
Factor ***

Wood Street District
WS A3 1934 W. Taylor 59 60 1 98% 60 60
WS B2 900 S. Wolcott 39 54 15 72% 54 54
WS C1 805 S. Wolcott 15 29 14 52% 29 29
WS L 1818 W. Taylor 6 6 0 100% 6 6
WS WSPS 1100 S. Wood 2037 2,310 273 88% 2,310 2,310
WS Wood St. Lot 1019 S. Wood 54 58 4 93% 58 58

Subtotal WS District 1,604,000 2,210 61 2,517 2578 368 88% 1.38 3,220,000 1.50 4,830 61 2,517 2578 -2,252 187%

Paulina Street District
PS E 820 S. Paulina 213 314 101 68% 314 314
PS F 901 S. Paulina 54 94 40 57% 94 94
PS F4 1135 S. Paulina 58 66 8 88% 66 66
PS G 921 S. Marshfield 162 191 29 85% 191 191
PS G4 1138 S. Ashland 24 31 7 77% 31 31
PS H 1101 S. Paulina 72 95 23 76% 95 95
PS J 1637 W. Taylor 81 120 39 68% 120 120
PS K 1617 W. Taylor 61 80 19 76% 80 80
PS N1 713 S. Wood 20 25 5 80% 25 25
PS PSPS 915 S. Paulina 962 1,124 162 86% 1,124 1,124

Subtotal PS District 1,399,000 1,707 101 2,140 2241 534 80% 1.22 1,830,000 1.50 2,745 101 2,140 2241 -504 122%

Off District Parking Area
1 A4 1937 W. Taylor 48 75 27 64% 75 75
1 AOB 860 S. Paulina 9 75 66 12% 75 75
1 B4 1836 W. Grenshaw 52 65 13 80% 65 65
1 C4 1119 S. Wolcott 94 118 24 80% 118 118
1 E4 1121 S. Hermitage 11 29 18 38% 29 29
1 M 1728 W. Washburne 158 241 83 66% 241 241
1 O 1210 S. Wood 84 116 32 72% 116 116
1 W3 2030 W. Polk 34 52 18 65% 52 52
1 W4 1007 S. Hoyne 20 33 13 61% 33 33
1 W5 1022 S. Hoyne 72 118 46 61% 118 118

Subtotal Off District Parking Area 1,718,000 582 NA 922 922 340 63% 0.34 1,718,000 0.35 601 NA 922 922 321 65%

TOTALS Campus West 4,721,000 4,499 162 5,579 5,741 1,242 81% 6,768,000 8,176 162 5,579 5,741 -2,435

Parking Structure Spaces 3,434
Surface Lots 2,145

* All calculations of demand, utilization and ratios do not use on-street parking counts since these spaces may be removed in future.
** Parking Demand Ratio Projections in 2030 use current ratios or a minimum of 1.5 (based on IMD ratios) if existing Surplus is at capacity or short.
*** Parking Utilization = Demand/Supply

2009 2030
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Existing Building Data
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Campus Comparisons

Each of  the campuses included herein are compared to UIC 
in physical size by overlaying the blue boundary of  UIC 
on each plan. Comparing campus open space, i.e. signature 
spaces, athletics and parking, we can understand how UIC’s 
use of  open space matches up in relation to other higher 
education institutions. Some questions to ask when looking 
at these diagrams are: 1. Where is parking and how close 
is it to the campus center? 2. Where are the signature open 
spaces? 3. Are those signature spaces at the center of  cam-
pus? 4. Where are athletic fields located in relation to the 
campus center? 
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reinforce and strengthen the relationships between signature 
spaces and to build stronger identities for each side of  cam-
pus while strengthening the connection between the two and 
the connection to the city.  Currently parking is a large part 
of  the campus open space, especially at the main entrance 
to the East Side at the UIC/Halsted El stop and at Ashland 
and Taylor on the West Side. 

As our base, at UIC, there is about 8/10ths of  a mile dis-
tance between the two Sides of  campus along Taylor Street. 
This length compares almost exactly to that of  the Midway 
at the University of  Chicago. Unfortunately, the strengths of
Taylor Street have not been capitalized upon to connect the 
two Sides of  campus and this distance has been a barrier. 
Within campus, the signature spaces are disconnected and 
do not facilitate campus continuity. There is the potential to 
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Similar to UIC, the University of  Cincinnati (UC) has two 
separate sides of  campus. The 2000 master plan sought to 
bridge the UC campus and looked to its signature landscapes 
to sculpt and define the unified campus identity. Particu-
larly interesting for UIC, the Campus Green transformed 
asphalt parking lots into ample open lawns, gardens and an 
arboretum. The circulation system winds through the space 
to connect destination points that surround the Green. 

UIC can look at open space, like The Green, to serves as 
the common open space for a mix of  users as the Green 
is the “social center” of  campus. The UC master plan can 
also serve as a model on how to develop a document that 
is a vital, living mechanism for growth and change. The UC 
master plan has a strong understanding that the quality of  
its open space is a primary contributor to the overall campus 
image.
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Campus Comparisons - University of Michigan Arbor. Most of  the campus parking is not within a 5-minute 
walk of  the center campus but the town’s street parking 
provides the most convenient access to campus. This con-
nection breaks down the barrier of  campus to town.

The size of  the University of  Michigan (UM) campus 
makes UIC look small. Outside of  the main quadrangles on 
campus, the majority of  students either use campus shuttles, 
Ann Arbor buses or personal cars to get around campus. 
Within walking distance of  the main quad, UM pathways 
connect the campus to the town and the scale of  the build-
ings transition the academic quad into the fabric of  Ann 
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Campus Comparisons 
University of Illinois, Urbana - Champaign
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ALMA MATER

MAIN QUAD

unprogrammed space that encourages student use.  Addi-
tionally, the Alma Mater provides a very pedestrian gateway 
to the campus with the student union providing the formal 
vehicular entrance. Like UIC, the main focus of  campus 
is car-free while unlike UIC, the pedestrian connections 
through campus are a priority; they are well vegetated and 
well programmed. 

The University of  Illinois, Urbana Champaign (UIUC) is a 
significantly larger  campus than UIC. It is not constrained 
in its growth, especially to the south. Comparing it to UIC, 
there are obvious differences but, like the University of  
Michigan, UIUC pushes athletics and large surface park-
ing lots to the edge of  campus. This leaves the center of  
campus to be predominately open and vegetated with 
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The University of  Chicago’s buildings were built in early 
twentieth century collegiate Gothic campus style, similar to 
the early buildings on UIC’s West Side. Built along the north 
side of  the Midway Plaisance, the majority of  academic 
buildings are centered on the main quadrangle. Unlike the 
UIC campus, most of  the parking is street parking north 
of  the Midway with several parking structures. There are 
very few surface parking lots north of  the Midway. The 

campus relies on well-worn pedestrian paths that connect 
building entrances but that also continue into the fabric of  
the surrounding neighborhood. Similar to UIC, a number 
of  graduate schools are removed, on the south side of  the 
Midway, which makes the Midway a physical division within 
the campus. This division and the parking lots on the south 
side create a back door feeling similar to the northern edge 
of  the East Side and the Ashland edge of  the West Side.



UIC CAMPUS MASTER PLAN   PHASE 1 REPORT    174  

Campus Comparisons 
University Wisconsin, Milwaukee
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The core of  University of  Wisconsin – Milwaukee (UWM), 
the Kenwood Campus, is much smaller (73 acres) than UIC, 
fitting almost the entire campus into either the West or East 
Side. But with an enrollment of  over 29,000, UWM has ef-
ficiently exploited the use of  their land leaving 18 acres for 
Downer Woods.  UIC, by comparison, has a wealth of  land 

that does not efficiently use open space to its advantage. 
UWM, in the urban setting of  Milwaukee, does not provide 
significant amounts of  on campus parking and the fabric of  
the campus does not break from the fabric of  the neigh-
borhood. UIC can look to UWM for this treatment of  the 
street edge and  how to minimize surface parking. 
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The Locust Walk at the University of  Pennsylvania and 
Drexel University is an excellent precedent for UIC for 
creating a strong connecting pathway. The Locust Walk has 
buildings on either side which provide a pedestrian scale 
with most entrances spilling out onto the walkway creating 
the main desire line on campus. It is the quickest way to get 
from one end of  campus to the other and thus becomes the 
main pedestrian thoroughfare. The Walk, not only connects 
buildings within campus, it also unites the city fabric to UP-

enn’s main campus green and Drexel University’s main quad. 
It is neither wide nor expansive but because of  its utilitarian 
nature it becomes the main social space on campus where 
students can hawk wares or solicit signatures or see friends 
on their way to class. The main greens/quads are a mixture 
of  hardscape and softscape that facilitate both small and 
large gatherings. There are opportunities to replicate this 
on both sides of  UIC connecting it along Taylor and to the 
downtown Chicago.
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